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HUMAN EMBRYOLOGY. By Bradley M. Patten. The Blakiston
Co., Philadelphia and Toronto, 1946. xv + 776 pp. $7.
Prof. Patten states in the Preface that his -book "represents an endeavor
to set forth in simple and readable form the phases of human embryology
which are of especial interest to medical students and physicians." Both in
lucid and orderly explanation of his subject as a whole and in selection and
special emphasis of those aspects of prenatal development which have an
important relation to medicine, he has set an admirable example and made a
valuable contrilbution. From the teaching standpoint, not only has he suc-
ceeded in telling his story well, but he has further assisted in its retention
through the use of examples, analogy, and skilful recapitulation. Superfluous
terminology is omitted; necessary terms and their synonyms are defined.
The illustrative material has been selected discriminately but lavishly. A
group of superb drawings and photomicrographs from material in the Carnegie
Collection illustrate many of the earlier developmental stages. A numnber of
pictures are the work of Dr. Patten.
In addition to the description of the development of the embryo and fetus
per se, there are several supplementary and well-written chapters on the
adult aspects of reproduction, on implantation, the placenta and fetal mem-
branes, on twinning and teratology, and on age and growth changes and
their measurement and estimation. An extensive index and reference bibli-
ography are provided. Printing, format, and (binding encourage use of the
book.
Minor deficiencies, all of which can be corrected in a succeeding edition,
include a few photographs which would be more pleasing if they were less
dark, occasional labels which contain defective letters or which are printed in
undesirably small type, some errors in punctuation and reference of pro-
nouns, and a very few 'badly written sentences. But one does not hesitate to
recommend the book heartily.
-THOMAS R. FORBES
MOTOR DISORDERS IN NERVOUS DISEASES. Ernst Herz and
Tracy J. Putnam. King's Crown Press, New York, 1946. x+
184 pp. $3.
Motor Disorders in Nervous Diseases is a very concise introduction to
the most important part of a neurological examination. A detailed description
of motor phenomena including the reflexes is given. The material is pre-
sented from a structural and physiological point of view. Electrical investi-626 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
gations have been added. Some characteristic motor disturbances in specific
disease have been discussed.
The text is supplemented by 250 excellent illustrations. Most of the
photographic illustrations come from the teaching film collection of the New
York Neurological Institute. The book concludes with a list of teaching
films on neurology and a schedule of neurological examinations. In the
reviewer's opinion, Herz and Putnam's manual is the best treatise on the
subject. It is recommended to anyone interested in clinical neurology.
-F. C. REDLICH
BRAZIL, ORCHID OF THE TROPICS. By Mulford B. Foster and
Racine Sarasy Foster. Illustrated with numerous photographs and
drawings. The Jaques Cattell Press, Lancaster, Pa. $3.
After some previous collecting trips to Mexico and Cuba, the authors
spent two winter seasons in Brazil and traveled nearly 12,000 miles in that
country. For the purpose of collecting rare specimens of epiphytic (air)
plants, especially bromeliads and orchids, they explored the jungles and high-
lands of the coastal states of Rio, Sao Paulo, Espirito Santo, and Bahia and
traveled dee,p into Minas Geraes and Mattto Grosso. Exploring everywhere
the fascinating "air-gardens," the Fosters became acquainted with Brazil as
to people, geography, and plants.
Numerous new species were discovered, and thus the book makes interest-
ing reading both for the botanist and armchair-traveler; it points out the
general difficulties which are encountered when traveling in little known
territory and in the preparation of scientific specimens under not always favor-
able conditions. Among the numerous illustrations bromeliads and other
interesting plants figure profusely. One notices that some of the photographs
are not skillfully retouched, but the eye rests with pleasure on drawings by
Mulford B. Foster which are well distributed throughout the text.
-ROBERT BLOCH
THE DOCTOR IN THE FRENCH LITERATURE OF THE SIXTEENTH
CENTURY. By Nancy F. Osborne. King's Crown Press, New York.
xviii + 140 pp. $2.
This little book of some 150 pages is thoroughly documented and is
replete with quotations from contemporary French authors. The medical
man of 16th century France seems to have been singularly free of virtues,
or quite possibly it may be that whatever virtues he may have had are far
outweighed by his malice, or perhaps his genius, in selecting the poets and
the satirists as patients. Of course there is nothing essentially new in the ideas
of French medicine of that period as they are here portrayed, but example is